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Dear Colleagues, 
 
As a founding member of the Open Government Partnership (OGP), the UK has consistently 
championed its values through the development of policies, engagement with Civil Society, and 
delivery of outcomes to citizens. Following several years of development for the Open 
Government movement, the UK would enthusiastically like to declare its interest in once again 
occupying a formal leadership role on the Steering Committee (SC).  
 
The UK is an outward-looking country that champions collective security, the rule of law, 
human rights, free trade, and anti-corruption efforts. A position on the SC would allow us to use 
our considerable experience to guide the organisation and its membership through further 
phases of growth and evolution for the themes of transparency, accountability and inclusion. In 
accord with the UK’s ‘levelling up’ approach to supporting local areas, the OGP principles of 
transparency and accountability are crucial. The ‘Innovation in Democracy’ programme 
demonstrates our commitment to local empowerment, giving citizens across the UK the power 
to make meaningful decisions that affect their immediate environment. We also release data 
and evidence used for decision-making, showing the public how we deliver value for money, 
cut waste and inefficiency, and ensure every pound of taxpayers’ money is spent in the best 
possible way.  
 
We promote innovative approaches to policy-making, mainstreaming and championing cultural 
change through Open Government ways of working across central departments, local 
authorities, and agencies. Our recent work to develop an Open Government Playbook to 
educate and inform colleagues about the importance of OGP values exemplifies our dedication 
to increasing the awareness and influencing the design of new policy to reflect the values of the 
OGP. 
 



   

 
 
Through the UK Joint Anti-Corruption Unit (JACU), the UK leads the Beneficial Ownership 
agenda. We work in close partnership with the OGP on the UK’s international campaign to shift 
global norms on Beneficial Ownership Transparency, OGP Chief Executive Officer Sanjay 
Pradhan is a key figure in the campaign. The UK Government and the OGP jointly convene 
and co-chair the meetings of the Beneficial Ownership Leadership Group. In May 2019 the 
Prime Minister’s Anti-Corruption Champion led the UK delegation at the OGP Summit. During 
the summit the UK: 

• Delivered a ‘lightning talk’ highlighting the UK’s global leadership on anti-corruption, 
including Beneficial Ownership Transparency;   

• Launched the Beneficial Ownership Disclosure Principles; 
• Co-chaired the first meeting of the Beneficial Ownership Leadership Group (BOLG). 

 
The UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) work in a variety of ways to promote and 
support the values of the OGP, the objectives of the Prosperity Agenda and work on Good 
Governance, Human Rights, and Democracy. In London, the FCO have supported projects 
through providing speakers, reviewing project proposals and providing logistical support for 
visits. Bosnia joined OGP in 2014 and FCO have been providing expertise and assistance over 
4 years to help them produce their recently launched National Action Plan. Also in the Western 
Balkan region, the UK through FCO and the Good Governance Fund have supported North 
Macedonia in a similar way, with positive outcomes adding to the overall stability and prosperity 
of the region. 
  
FCO also provides Official Development Assistance funding through the Eastern Europe and 
Central Asia (EECA) Open Futures programme in support of UK objectives in Uzbekistan, 
which supports the development of stable, open, and prosperous countries across EECA, 
focusing on effective governance, democracy, Civil Society and human rights. As part of this 
work the UK has also hosted a delegation from the Uzbekistan government and provided 
advice and encouragement for their possible future application to join the OGP. 
 
As a longstanding member of the movement, the UK has a wealth of experience in establishing 
Open Government principles and practices, and navigating the challenges and complications 
that the maturing of a policy area can bring. We want to contribute this experience to the 
Steering Committee, and use our position to support others, helping maturing OGP members to 
follow the paths we’ve already charted, and working with longstanding members to navigate 
emerging challenges.  
 
The UK will work through established global networks and forums to further the reach and 
impact of OGP priority areas. We have demonstrated our dedication through collaboration with 
the Government Communications Service in promoting Open Government across multiple 
countries using the Open Government Playbook (currently being piloted in Uzbekistan), and 
our international development work on, led by the Department for International Development.  
 
In addition, the UK has involved numerous domestic departments in its wider Open 
Government work, including the UK Home Office with the anti-corruption agenda, the 
Government Communications Network to help further open government ways of working for 
other nations, and the UK Foreign Office and Department for International Development in the 
protections of journalism and press freedoms and ‘Open Aid, Open Societies’ work. Through 
our role in the SC, we will continue to convene inter-departmental efforts to advocate for 
transparency and participation in every aspect of our work. 
 
UK involvement in the transparency movement contributes to the ‘Global Britain’ agenda, 
driven across all levels of government. The values of the OGP and the wording of the Open 



   

 

Government Declaration echo priorities of the UK to lead the world as a force for good. As a 
member of the SC the UK will use the breadth of its government policy agenda, diplomatic 
engagement, and strong Civil Society connections to communicate, evolve, and maximise the 
impact of the Open Government movement domestically and internationally.  
 
 

 
 

Rt Hon John Whittingdale OBE MP 
Minister of State for Media and Data 

 
 


